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Nationally Designated Historic Site - Former Dutch Trading Post on Dejima
Excavation Survey Summary Report, Part 1: Overview and Ruins

English Language Outline

Purpose of this Publication:

This publication is the Excavation Survey Summary Report for the Former Dutch Trading
Post on Dejima, a Nationally Designated Historic Site located at 6-1 Dejima-machi, Nagasaki
City. The report covers the entirety of the excavation surveys conducted by Nagasaki Prefecture
or Nagasaki City in conjunction with the development of Dejima or projects related to its historic
conservation, summarizing the results of these surveys.

The Former Dutch Trading Post on Dejima refers to the man-made island first built on the
tip of the cape of Nagasaki in 1636, in order to facilitate the continuation of trade with Portugal
while prohibiting the activity of their Christian missionaries. After the Dutch Trading Post in
Hirado was moved to Dejima in 1641, the island served as the only place in Japan open to the
West during its seclusion period, which lasted nearly until the end of the Tokugawa shogunate.
Through Dejima, foreign knowledge and culture was introduced into Japan. For this role as a
historically significant cultural site that greatly contributed to Japan’s modernization, Dejima
was selected as a national historical site in 1922.

Later on, in 1978, the city of Nagasaki established the Nagasaki City Dejima Historic Site
Renovation Council to launch work on the planned conservation of Dejima. In 1982, the Council
finalized a concept for a long-term, comprehensive restoration plan for the island. The city
established the Second Nagasaki City Dejima Historic Site Renovation Council in 1994, drafting
practical, concrete restoration plans for the short to medium-term as well as a plan for Dejima’s
long-term restoration.

While restoration work would begin following this, the city first conducted a full-scale
excavation survey of Dejima, unearthing an enormous quantity of artifacts including porcelain
trade wares and items showing how people lived inside the Dutch Trading Post. In addition,
unearthed foundation stones for dwellings and storehouses on the island have served as the basis
for restoring Dejima’s architecture, and led to the restoration and utilization of the Edo-period
buildings lining the streets of Dejima today.

The history of the excavation surveys conducted on Dejima over three eras — Showa, Heisei,
and Reiwa — connect to the history of Dejima’s historical conservation. The purpose of the
Summary Report is to organize and summarize the incredible volume of data found from these

excavation surveys.



Report Overview:

The Summary Report is composed of two parts. Part 1 is an overview of the excavation
surveys and a report of the discovered ruins. Part 2 will give an overview of the various artifacts
unearthed on Dejima and the discoveries found from them thus far. This publication is Part 1:
Overview and Ruins, while Part 2: Unearthed Artifacts is planned to be published in FY 2027.

The historical sites in the scope of this report are Dejima’s sites containing buried cultural
properties. These sites range in age from the time of Dejima’s construction in 1634 to the closing

of the foreign settlements on Dejima in 1899.

Summary Report Table of Contents:

Chapter 1: Purpose of the Summary Report

Chapter 2: Site Location and Historical Background

Chapter 3: Overview of the Excavation Surveys

Chapter 4: Discovered Ruins — Changes by Time Period

Chapter 5: Characteristics of the Discovered Ruins based on the Spatial Usage of Dejima
Chapter 6: Dejima’s Construction and Stone Embankment Wall

Chapter 7: Unique Ruins and Scientific Analysis

Chapter 8: Summary

Results:
The report splits all of the discovered ruins on Dejima into four time periods. Using the
distribution of these ruins, Dejima’s spatial layout was estimated, and the path Dejima’s layout

took over time was then traced out. The time periods used in the report are listed below:

1%t Period: Construction of Dejima — Early 17" Century

274 Period: Mid-17"™ Century — End of the 18™ Century

3™ Period: Early 19'" Century (Time period Dejima was restored to)
4™ Period: Mid-19™ Century — End of the 19" Century

As a result of this analysis, the report was able to determine the location and structure of
the living quarters and storehouses found in the west/central part of Dejima used during the time
of the Dutch Trading Post. In addition, the report clarified the scope of the damage caused by the
two great fires of 1798 and 1859, as well as the changes that occurred around those events.

Furthermore, by classifying the buildings on Dejima by their individual characteristics, the
structures of storehouses, Dutch living quarters, posts for the Japanese guards, and the ditches
and plumbing on Dejima could be determined. When combined with additional discoveries found
from excavations on gardens, roads, and other landscaping/non-building features, these excavated
ruins paint a clear picture of the overall functions of Dejima.

Regarding the outer stone embankment encircling Dejima, the report showcases results



from surveys on Dejima’s construction, the unloading area and its changes over time, the
characteristics and traces of repairs on the embankment, and the expansion of the embankment
in the mid-19"" century. In addition, the report summarizes the results from surveys on the
construction of the embankment and stone walls in Edo-machi, located on the opposite side of
Dejima, as well as the former Dejima Bridge and its bridge legs. These results have indicated
that Edo-machi, right outside of Dejima’s main gate, also holds port-related ruins.

Other results include a report on ruins unique to Dejima, such as those related to mercury
and saodo copper bars.

In the final chapter of the report, Chapter 8, there is a summary of the results of this research
as of the date of publication, centered on Dejima’s structure and changes to the outer stone wall,
the structure of the Dutch Trading Post as told by the discovered ruins, and the land usage/status

of excavations on Dejima.

Conclusion:

The publication of this document was assisted by the guidance and information given by
the Agency for Cultural Affairs, Nagasaki Prefecture, the Nagasaki City Dejima Historic Site
Renovation Council, and members of the Summary Report Creation Subcommittee. We also
received significant contributions from both Japanese and Dutch museums and research
institutions focusing on early-modern archaeological sites.

We hope that the report will demonstrate the cultural value of Dejima, and assist in research

on the Japanese-Dutch relationship as well as research on the early-modern period.

Dejima Restoration Office
Nagasaki City
March 31%, 2026
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