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Today, with the attendance of Prime Minister Takaichi, distinguished guests, hibakusha, bereaved 

families, and the people of Nagasaki, I would like to begin the 81st Nagasaki Peace Ceremony by 

expressing my deepest condolences to all of those lost in the atomic bombing.

On this day, 81 years ago, a single atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, taking many precious lives. 

The hibakusha who narrowly survived this horror were left with deep physical and mental wounds. Even 

now, they continue to suffer from the aftereffects of radiation exposure and from terrible unease about 

their health. 

My grandfather lost his life when exposed to the atomic bomb at Shiroyama National School, where he 

was working as a teacher. My mother was also exposed to the atomic bomb. From being raised as a 

second-generation hibakusha, the hibakusha’s struggles and wishes for peace set the course of my own 

life, and served as the catalyst for all my life’s work.

Currently, armed conflicts are continuing around the world, and the international situation surrounding 

nuclear weapons grows more severe.

In addition, this year’s Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons (NPT) failed to adopt a final document, as was the case in the previous two 

conferences. This places the NPT regime, which strives for nuclear disarmament and the 

non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, into a level of crisis we have never seen before, and has drawn 

criticism and discouragement from hibakusha organizations here in Nagasaki.

Amidst these difficult circumstances, the Nagasaki City Council agreed on resolutions to submit to the 

National Diet and Cabinet of Japan a “Written Opinion Requesting Adherence to the Three Non-Nuclear 

Principles” and a “Written Opinion Requesting Observer Participation to the First Review Conference of 

the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW)” in January and June, respectively. 

In order to ensure that Nagasaki remains the last atomic bombing site, we, the citizens of Nagasaki, will 

continue tirelessly working towards the realization of an everlasting peaceful world without nuclear 

weapons, a common wish shared by all of humanity.

In closing, I pray that those lost to the atomic bomb may rest in peace, and I pledge to continue my 

relentless efforts while keeping our mission as an atomic bombed city close in my heart.

IWANAGA Toshihiro

Nagasaki City Council Chairman

August 9, 2026

Opening Address







Nagasaki Peace Declaration

On August 9th, 1945, a single atomic bomb dropped by a U.S. Army Air Forces bomber devastated the 

city of Nagasaki in a moment, with the casualty count amounting to 150,000, or two-thirds of the city’s 

population, by the end of that year.

The late Mr. YOSHIDA Katsuji, who was exposed to the atomic bomb at the age of 13, described this 

hellish tragedy as follows:

“While I was walking toward the hypocenter, I saw people with their bodies charred and blackened, 

those with their eyeballs bulging out, those with their internal organs spilling out, and those missing 

limbs, all wandering around in confusion. When I reached the Urakami River, I saw many people 

suffering severe burns dying one after another while drinking the oil- and blood-contaminated river 

water. I myself was completely covered in blood, with my skin peeling off and hanging limply from my 

body. Although the skin on my face still remained attached, it was burnt and charred black.”

Mr. Yoshida was left with a large scar from the burns on his face for the rest of his life, and he continued 

to suffer from the stares of those around him. Even those who narrowly escaped death have suffered 

deep physical and mental wounds, and are forced to live with the worry and fear of the effects of 

radiation exposure, including the onset of cancer or other diseases.

Currently, more than 12,000 nuclear warheads exist on Earth.

Why are some countries so obsessed with possessing such brutal weapons?

Against a backdrop of mutual distrust, confrontation, and division which permeates the international 

community,  the rule of force has run rampant amongst the major powers. What will happen in the 

conflicts in Ukraine and the Middle East, where nuclear states are involved, still remains unpredictable. 

Furthermore, trends running counter to nuclear disarmament, including the modernization and 

enhancement of nuclear weapons, are accelerating. These factors further fuel a vicious cycle of even 

greater mutual distrust, confrontation, and division.

This is illustrated clearly by the fact that now, three consecutive Review Conferences of the Parties to 

the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) have failed to adopt a final document 

toward nuclear disarmament.

Countries that rely on nuclear weapons advocate the theory of nuclear deterrence, arguing that by 

possessing nuclear weapons they can deter other countries from attacking them, even if they do not use 

those weapons. However, in an extreme wartime situation, when urged to make a decision that could 

determine the very survival of their own nation, who can affirm that they would never press the “nuclear 

button”?

The atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki confronted the world with the reality that humans can 

cross the line to use nuclear weapons against other humans.

The hibakusha and the atomic-bombed cities experienced first-hand that the destructive power of 

nuclear weapons could rip both human life and dignity to shreds. Based on this experience, the 

hibakusha and the atomic bombing sites affirm with absolute conviction:

The theory of nuclear deterrence is extremely dangerous and fragile. Nuclear weapons are not a 

“necessary evil” but an “absolute evil,” and can never coexist with humanity.



To all global citizens who share this Earth, there is something we can do to create a peaceful world.

“Peace begins when we empathize with other people’s pain.”

This is what Mr. Yoshida used to say every time he shared with others his experience surviving the 

atomic bombing.

Empathizing with the perspective and suffering of others, and trying to understand one another, are a 

significant step towards avoiding confrontation and conflict. It serves as a foundation for fostering trust 

and building friendships, both between people and between countries.

Let us take Mr. Yoshida’s words to heart and put them into action.

 

To all the national leaders of the world, please act with urgency to restore multilateralism and the rule of 

law, in accordance with the values of the United Nations Charter. Please return to the United Nations’ 

founding spirit of protecting human dignity and fundamental human rights, as well as achieving lasting 

peace and the shared prosperity of all humanity through international cooperation.

To all leaders of the nuclear states and nations relying on nuclear deterrence, you must face the reality 

that the more you rely on nuclear deterrence, the more you increase the risk of a nuclear war. I strongly 

urge you to fulfill your obligations under the NPT and take steady steps toward nuclear disarmament.

In particular, the Japanese government must attend the first Review Conference of the Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons to be held later this year, and fulfill its historical responsibility as the 

only country to have suffered atomic bombings in war. I call on the government to uphold the ethos of 

peace enshrined in the Japanese Constitution, which embodies a determination to forever renounce war, 

as well as the country’s Three Non-Nuclear Principles. In addition, I call for the strengthening of 

diplomatic efforts towards disarmament and the easing of tension in the international community. I also 

request that the government shift to a security policy that does not rely on nuclear weapons, through 

such measures as realizing the Northeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone.

Furthermore, I strongly urge the Japanese government to provide enhanced support for the hibakusha, 

whose average age now exceeds 86, and offer relief as soon as possible to those who experienced the 

atomic bombing but have not yet been officially recognized as hibakusha.

I would like to express my deep sorrow for all those who lost their lives in the atomic bombings, and all 

the victims of war.

We are now in a critical moment where we can still listen directly to the voices of the hibakusha. 

Therefore, we are determined to hand down the memories of the atomic bombings and the thoughts of 

the hibakusha to future generations.

Nagasaki must remain the last atomic bombing site. In order to turn this resolve into an eternal reality, I 

hereby declare that Nagasaki will work in solidarity with the peace seekers of the world to persevere in 

our movement towards the total abolition of nuclear weapons and the realization of everlasting world 

peace.

SUZUKI Shiro

Mayor of Nagasaki 

August 9, 2026





Pledge for Peace

Today, 81 years since the atomic bombing, marks a transition period in history. The era without a single 

hibakusha, such as myself, has drawn very close.

At 11:02 AM, August 9th, 1945, I experienced that tremendous flash of light and blast as just a small, 

six-year-old child, having just entered the first grade of national school. I was living in Koe-go, Fukuda 

Village, around 4.5 kilometers from the hypocenter.

That day, my mother, grandfather, and aunt were out working in the rice field, and my grandmother was at 

home preparing lunch in the earthen-floor kitchen. I was playing alone on the porch when a huge, strange ball 

of fire exploded right before my eyes. In that instant, our home collapsed, the glass sliding doors toppled 

over, and with an enormous sound my small body was thrown into the garden. Curled into a ball, I was 

protected by my grandmother, who rushed over and laid herself on top of me. Before I could tell what had 

happened, she laid me in her arms and took me to the air-raid shelter. 

The strange ball of fire, the roaring sound, the blast, and the silence that followed it were seared into my 

young mind. When my mother and family returned a while later, I learned that an atomic bomb was dropped 

on Nagasaki. After the bombing, our seaside village saw nearly unending fires cremating the deceased and 

meager funerals conducted for them almost as a formality. My grandmother, who suffered severe wounds on 

her back when she rushed to protect me, passed away that next March. She had never received proper 

treatment, and was unable to rest lying on her back. These are my distant, yet vivid memories from when I 

was six years old. 

81 years have passed since that day. This hill we stand on in Urakami, turned into a charred, inanimate 

wasteland by the atomic bomb, has seen an incredible revival. At first glance, it is a peaceful view, but what 

about the rest of the world?

Seemingly every day in the newspapers and on television I see news about conflicts around the world. War 

between Russia and Ukraine shows no sign of ending. 

Do the leaders of these nations not see the faces of those struggling each day to survive? Do they not see the 

wandering, barefoot, crying young children? Are my memories of the atomic bombing, this cross I have been 

given to bear for 81 years in exchange for the life of my grandmother, merely an old story?

Last December, I traveled around the United States for 14 days, occasionally relying on a wheelchair to visit 

sites such as the Los Alamos National Laboratory. After building up a dialogue with one of the guides on that 

visit, he strongly conveyed to me that there is not a single person working there who does not wish for peace. 

In response to this, all I could say to him was to please never use nuclear energy as a weapon. This 

conversation reminded me that the only way we as human beings can truly understand each other is through 

dialogue. Another place I visited on this trip was Pearl Harbor. As I looked out over those calm waters, I kept 

wondering why that war had to happen, and why so many lives had to be lost.

I believe that peace means to protect life, and that life should be protected above all else.

I will spend the rest of my life continuing to raise my voice for peace and pray that war shall never occur 

again. This is my pledge to all the souls resting on this hill, lost in an instant to the atomic bomb.

MOTOMURA Chiyoko

Atomic Bomb Survivor Representative

August 9, 2026









NAGASAKI  CITIZENS’  PEACE  CHARTER

The city of Nagasaki served for centuries as a gateway for the introduction of foreign 

culture and knowledge to Japan, and through this history of international exchange it has 

developed its own unique cultural heritage.

On August 9, 1945, Nagasaki was devastated by the explosion of an atomic bomb.

Reflecting upon the actions of our predecessors in past wars, and remembering the unending 

sufferings of the atomic bomb survivors, we resolve to ensure that Nagasaki is the last place 

on Earth subjected to the horror and misery of a nuclear holocaust.

Lasting world peace is the common aspiration of all humanity.

In accordance with the spirit of peace cited in the Japanese constitution, we pledge our 

utmost efforts to promote a life of democracy, peace and safety and to work for the 

realization of global harmony. We hereby establish, on the 100th anniversary of the 

inauguration of our modern municipal administration, the "Nagasaki Citizens Peace 

Charter."

  1.  We will strive to create and maintain a bright social environment characterized by 

thoughtfulness, respect for human rights, and freedom from discrimination.

  1.  We will strive to enhance peace education and to inform our children  on whose 

shoulders the future lies  about the horror of war and the reality of the atomic 

bombing.

  1.  We will strive to promote the prosperity and welfare of humanity in cooperation 

with the United Nations and cities around the world while strengthening bonds of 

friendship as an international culture city.

  1.  We will strive for world peace and disarmament by observing the Three-Fold Non- 

Nuclear Principles (not to manufacture, store, or introduce nuclear weapons) and by 

pressing the Japanese government to strictly observe this principle.

  1.  As the mission of an atomic-bombed city, we will strive to rid the Earth of nuclear 

weapons by revealing the horror of nuclear destruction and by joining in efforts with 

peace-loving people everywhere.

The citizens of Nagasaki proclaim, to all the people of Japan and other countries, an 

unbending determination to achieve the ideals expressed in this charter by carrying various 

peace-promotion measures into concrete practice.

Resolved by the Nagasaki City Council on March 27, 1989









北東アジア非核兵器地帯構想

�世界の非核兵器地帯はこちら
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