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Chorus by A-bomb Survivors

ever Again’
Original Words and Music by Kazumichi Terai

Can you hear us, the atom bomb survivors?
Can you hear our voices?

Don’ t make any more of us hibakusha
Even the blue sky is the color of sadness

Do you remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Do you remember life and love both burning out?
Don’ t make any more of us hibakusha

Don’ t ever repeat that horrible day

Can you hear the voices from every nation?
Can you hear them calling for peace?

Don’ t make any more of us hibakusha
No-one in the world should suffer this again
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Opening Address

Today, with the attendance of Prime Minister Ishiba, distinguished guests, hibakusha, bereaved
families, and the people of Nagasaki, I would like to begin the 80® Nagasaki Peace Ceremony by
expressing my deepest condolences to all of those lost in the atomic bombing.

On this day 80 years ago, a single atomic bomb which exploded in the skies above devastated the city of
Nagasaki in an instant, taking many precious lives and leaving deep, unforgettable sorrow.

My grandfather was one of those lives taken by the atomic bomb. As a teacher at Shiroyama National
School, which was located close to the hypocenter, he lost his life that day at the school’s sports
grounds. His young daughter, my mother, was also exposed to the atomic bomb, causing her to face
many hardships throughout her life afterward. Since I was raised in an environment where I could see
and hear the damage caused by the atomic bombing, I believe that there can be nothing more important
than relaying the reality of the atomic bombing to the next generation and continuing to advocate for

greater awareness about the inhumanity of nuclear weapons.

However, the average age of the hibakusha has now surpassed 86. As the population of the kibakusha
continues to decrease and age, we are facing the challenge of passing on the legacy of their experiences.

Furthermore, events such as the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the armed conflicts in the Middle East,
which move the world backwards from nuclear weapon abolition, are keeping the international situation

tense and only worsen the divisions and confrontations within the international community.

Amid these conditions, at the end of last year the Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers
Organizations, Nthon Hidankyo, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. I believe that this award made an
extremely large impact on the international community, and it is expected that the momentum towards

the abolition of nuclear weapons will greatly increase.

Today, there are around 12,000 nuclear weapons on Earth. Not only is the usage of nuclear weapons
never allowed, but even the possession of these weapons itself is impermissible.

We firmly pledge to tirelessly continue putting all of our efforts towards realizing a world without
nuclear weapons and achieving everlasting world peace, so that Nagasaki remains the last atomic

bombing site.

In closing, I pray that those lost to the atomic bomb may rest in peace, and I pray for the good health and
wellbeing to all of the atomic bomb survivors and the bereaved families.

IWANAGA Toshihiro
Nagasaki City Council Chairman
August 9, 2025
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Nagasaki Peace Declaration

On August 9™, 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on this city. Now, 80 years since that day, who could
have possibly imagined that our world would become like this?

Immediately cease from disputes in which “force is met with force.” Conflicts around the world are
intensifying in a vicious cycle of confrontation and fragmentation.

If we continue on this trajectory, we will end up thrusting ourselves into a nuclear war. This existential
crisis of humanity has become imminent to each and every one of us living on Earth.

Speaking as the first Zibakusha to address the United Nations General Assembly in 1982, the late
Yamaguchi Senji described the horrific scene of the bombing as follows: “I saw people all around me
with extruding eyeballs, men and women showered with penetrating splinters of glass and wood, and a
weeping young mother frantically holding on to her half-decapitated baby. To my left and to my right
dead bodies lay fallen to the ground like stones.”

At the end of his address, Mr. Yamaguchi showed a photograph of his injuries and appealed forcefully
to the world: “Take a close look at my face and arms. We must never allow even a single person among
the people of the world and the children to be born in the future to go through the death and suffering
caused by nuclear weapons that the zibakusha have suffered.”

“No more Hiroshimas. No more Nagasakis.

No more war. No more hibakusha.”
This cry from deep within his heart is the crystallization of the hibakusha's feelings.

The unshakeable conviction of the hibakusha, who have moved the world with the power of their
testimony as well as their actions, has drawn praise, and last year Nihon Hidankyo (the Japan
Confederation of A- and H-bomb Sufferers Organizations) was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Nihon
Hidankyo was established in 1956, while the hibakusha struggled and suffered with deep mental and
physical scars, as well as prejudice and poverty. Nihon Hidankyo was launched in Nagasaki, with a
proclamation declaring their “will to save humanity from its crisis through the lessons learned from our
experiences, while at the same time saving ourselves.”

“Humanity can rid itself of nuclear weapons.” With this strong hope, the hibakusha continued to raise
their voices, inspiring the empathy of a great number of citizens and eventually leading to the idea of the
“global citizen” to become deeply rooted in Nagasaki. This phrase expresses the desire to build a
peaceful future together, beyond the barriers of race or national borders as citizens of one big “city”
called “Earth.”

Is it not this “global citizen” perspective that will serve as the driving force behind stitching back
together our fragmented world?

To the people of the world, all of whom are global citizens.

Though the power of one person alone may be weak, if we join together it will lead to a great force to
open a path to the future. The hibakusha have shown this through their actions.

The first step is to know the other person. We must repeatedly conduct dialogue and exchanges,
understand each other, and little by little build up trust. This is our major role as civil society.

Through what could be described as the universal languages of sports and the arts, as well as through the
use of modern communication tools, the opportunities for us to interact on a global scale are ever
widening.



The General Conference of Mayors for Peace, the meeting of an organization composed of about 8,500
cities across the world, is currently taking place here in Nagasaki. The municipalities, who are the form
of government closest to their citizens, are also deepening their bonds and expanding their circle of
collaboration.

As global citizens, let us build up empathy and trust, and turn it into the power to create peace.

To the leaders of all the world’s nations, who are also all global citizens.

This milestone year is also the 80™ anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, which was
established under the resolution to “save succeeding generations from the scourge of war.” Now I ask
you to go back to the keystone values of the Charter of the United Nations, and restore multilateralism
and the rule of law.

Next year’s Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) will represent a crucial moment capable of swaying the fate of humanity. In order to
make Nagasaki the last atomic bombing site, it is essential to show a specific course of action for
achieving the abolition of nuclear weapons. Procrastination can no longer be tolerated.

I hereby appeal to the government of Japan, the only nation to have suffered wartime atomic bombings.
Firmly uphold the Three Non-Nuclear Principles and the ethos of peace embodied in the Constitution by
signing and ratifying the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons at the earliest possible juncture.
To this end, exercise your leadership and change course towards a security policy that does not rely on
nuclear deterrence, through establishing the Northeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone, or other means.
There is not a great deal of time left for the hibakusha, whose average age is now over 86. I strongly
request the further enhancement of aid given to the hibakusha, and that relief measures are adopted as
soon as possible for those who were exposed to the atomic bombings but have not yet been officially
recognized as hibakusha.

I would like to express my deepest condolences for the lives claimed by the atomic bombings, and to all
of the victims of war.

In marking 80 years from the atomic bombing, Nagasaki has resolved to continue our duty to relay, both
inside Japan and overseas, the memories of the bombing, which are a common heritage to all humanity
and should be passed down for generations throughout the world. I hereby declare that in order to make
Nagasaki the last atomic bombing site now and forever, we will go hand-in-hand with global citizens
and devote our utmost efforts towards the abolition of nuclear weapons and the realization of everlasting
world peace.

SUZUKI Shiro
Mayor of Nagasaki
August 9, 2025
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Pledge for Peace

On August 9%, 1945, I was exposed to the atomic bomb inside a school building of the Nagasaki Prefectural
Nagasaki Junior High School, 3.3 kilometers away from the hypocenter. I was thirteen years old.

“Two large enemy planes, moving west over Shimabara Peninsula!,” a student yelled out to the
teacher’s office, relaying a broadcast from the Western District Army. Within a few minutes I began to hear
the roar of the planes’ engines, and then suddenly the sound grew louder. In the next instant, my body was
bathed in a tremendous flash of light. Thinking our school’s tennis court had been bombed, I covered my
eyes and ears, lying flat on the ground as I was taught to do since elementary school.

At the moment of the bombing, it was as though for an instant my whole body was soaked in an ocean of
orange-yellow light. Then, the atomic bomb’s tremendous blast shattered the glass windows, and I covered
my head and dived into the comer of the room. My classmates began to fall on top of me, their weight
making it impossible for me to breathe. However, being crushed by my classmates in this way saved me from
injury, as they shielded me from the shards of glass as sharp as knives that pierced their bodies and left them
covered in blood.

Looking outside, I found that although the surrounding homes were damaged or destroyed, there was no fire,
or even smoke. I instead saw a huge pillar of fire rising over the Urakami district, and I wondered how what
seemed to be a single bomb could have damaged such a wide area.

After that, I hid in the air-raid shelter at school for perhaps around two hours. Thinking at that point it must
be safe to leave, I exited the shelter to go back home. What I found was the street filled with people fleeing in
my direction for safety.

A man so covered in blood that I could not tell if he was burned or had been cut. A mother walking, carrying
a baby bleeding from their face. A person who looked like their arm was cut off and hanging from them.
These were the people who walked in crowds down from Nakagawa-machi towards Hotarujaya. The skies
over Nagasaki were covered by a gray cloud, so despite it being the middle of the afternoon on a summer’s
day, it felt as if there was a solar eclipse.

August 9" passed, and the war ended. While we were not told until after the war that what we witnessed was
called an “atomic bomb,” our fears from the atomic bombing continued. This fear was brought by the atomic
bomb’s aftereffects. There were some on the day of the bombing who, despite being close to the hypocenter,
were protected by sturdy walls and left with only light injuries, or were working in underground factories and
thus able to return home unscathed. However, even these lucky ones would begin one after another to bleed
from their gums, lose their hair, and pass away. With no medicine or methods to treat them, and despite the
war having already ended, the atomic bomb brought to us this invisible fear.

Last year, Nithon Hidankyo, of which I am a member, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. I believe that this
award clearly shows that the world values our work as contributing to the establishment of world peace. In
addition, this award enlightened me on the profound significance of people around the world paying attention
to us and our work.

We must not stop this momentum for peace, but rather accelerate it, and build on our network of like-minded
friends around the world. These are the goals we are striving for.

We must never use nuclear weapons again. If we do, everything will end.

Let us all protect this beautiful Earth!

NISHIOKA Hiroshi
Atomic Bomb Survivor Representative
August 9, 2025
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A Th nd P r Cran Lyrics by Kanae Yokoyama
ousand aper Cranes (translated by B. Burke-Gaffney)

Composed by Michiru Ohshima

1. FEF~DENHTZIT 1. With a renewed pledge for peace
HED DR 24T 2 I fold a scarlet crane
BOPRLDOEFEIC And with a pure and noble heart
FVWVERT O 72 7 2 I fold a fresh white crane
bEbnsrEx vz And then I fold a bright red crane,
IREDERITHT 5 burning with emotion.
2. WEFI~OFT Y IFEE< 2. With a fervent prayer for peace
ROBZI D I fold a purple crane
FoORTITHEHLNLL AT And for the people buried in the fields
EEWERTT VD To 7o Zx I fold a yellow crane
AKIEIZIEA L AT And then I fold a dark blue crane,
HOOBZI 5 for the people sunken in the water’s depths.
3. FERA~DFEWEZ ZH T 3. With an aspiration for peace
YA R I I fold a grass green crane
HER X D EWAM X And for the lives heavier than the Earth
OV Te iz I fold an indigo crane
KEA~DHL L% And then I fold a soft pink crane,
PR DB D gazing with hope and dreams to the future.
RKIKA~OFHLLEE L And still gazing with hope and dreams,
I DRI 5 I fold a rainbow-colored crane.
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NAGASAKI CITIZENS’ PEACE CHARTER

The city of Nagasaki served for centuries as a gateway for the introduction of foreign
culture and knowledge to Japan, and through this history of international exchange it has
developed its own unique cultural heritage.

On August 9, 1945, Nagasaki was devastated by the explosion of an atomic bomb.
Reflecting upon the actions of our predecessors in past wars, and remembering the unending
sufferings of the atomic bomb survivors, we resolve to ensure that Nagasaki is the last place
on Earth subjected to the horror and misery of a nuclear holocaust.

Lasting world peace is the common aspiration of all humanity.

In accordance with the spirit of peace cited in the Japanese constitution, we pledge our
utmost efforts to promote a life of democracy, peace and safety and to work for the
realization of global harmony. We hereby establish, on the 100th anniversary of the
inauguration of our modern municipal administration, the "Nagasaki Citizens Peace
Charter."

1. We will strive to create and maintain a bright social environment characterized by
thoughtfulness, respect for human rights, and freedom from discrimination.

1. We will strive to enhance peace education and to inform our children — on whose
shoulders the future lies — about the horror of war and the reality of the atomic
bombing.

1. We will strive to promote the prosperity and welfare of humanity in cooperation
with the United Nations and cities around the world while strengthening bonds of
friendship as an international culture city.

1. We will strive for world peace and disarmament by observing the Three-Fold Non-
Nuclear Principles (not to manufacture, store, or introduce nuclear weapons) and by
pressing the Japanese government to strictly observe this principle.

1. As the mission of an atomic-bombed city, we will strive to rid the Earth of nuclear
weapons by revealing the horror of nuclear destruction and by joining in efforts with
peace-loving people everywhere.

The citizens of Nagasaki proclaim, to all the people of Japan and other countries, an

unbending determination to achieve the ideals expressed in this charter by carrying various
peace-promotion measures into concrete practice.

(Resolved by the Nagasaki City Council on March 27, 1989)
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