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Message for the 75 Nagasaki Peace Ceremony

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) extends its heartfelt appreciation to
Nagasaki and its people for their long-standing efforts to preserve and uphold the painful
memories of 1945. The City of Nagasaki has borne the scars of this bombing for the last 75
years and has made the testimonies of the hibakusha known to the world. These testimonies
— of unspeakable suffering, senseless loss, and unfathomable courage — make us all realize
what nuclear weapons really are: uniquely horrific and terrifying weapons of war that will
unleash catastrophic humanitarian consequences and threaten the very survival of humanity.
What is more, we are not prepared to deal with the humanitarian catastrophe that would
occur if nuclear weapons were to be used again. What we cannot prepare for, we must
prevent. It is high time that we honour the memory of the hundreds of thousands of victims
of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki and take urgent action to prohibit and eliminate nuclear

weapons. Let Nagasaki be the last place to suffer from nuclear devastation!

Régis Savioz

Head of Delegation in Japan

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
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