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The 70th Nagasaki Peace Ceremony
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Chorus by A-bomb Survivors

‘Never Again’

1

Original Words and Music by Kazumichi Terai

Can you hear us, the atom bomb survivors?
Can you hear our voices?

Don't make any more of us hibakusha
Even the blue sky is the color of sadness

. Do you remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Do you remember life and love both burning out?
Don't make any more of us hibakusha
Don't ever repeat that horrible day

. Can you hear the voices from every nation?

Can you hear them calling for peace?
Don't make any more of us hibakusha
No-one in the world should suffer this again
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Opening Address

Today, at the 70™ Nagasaki Peace Ceremony with the attendance of Prime Minister Abe, our
esteemed guests, atomic bomb survivors, bereaved families, and citizens of Nagasaki, I would like

to begin by expressing my deepest condolences for those lost in the atomic bombing.

Today, the 9® August, is the 70" anniversary of "that day", when a single atomic bomb instantly
took many precious lives, and left wounds that will never heal. The Aibakusha (atomic bomb
survivors) are increasingly aging, and many are still suffering from the aftereffects of radiation

exposure. They are urgently requesting aid as they embrace great fears for their health.

In May, many citizens of Nagasaki, including elderly Aibakusha, went to New York for the
"Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT)". They combined their efforts and appealed to the world for the abolition of nuclear
weapons. Regrettably, their plea was in vain, and a Final Document outlining a policy for nuclear
disarmament was not adopted. This is extremely unfortunate. However, 1 did feel hope for the
future when I saw the activities of the "Nagasaki Youth Delegation” in New York. They have

inherited the will of the Aibakusha and are conveying the Aibakusha's experiences to the world.

On the 8" July, we, the Nagasaki City Council, adopted our "70™ Anniversary Resolution". We
once again expressed our resolve to convey the truth of the atomic bombing to even more people,
to tirelessly pass down the Aibakusha's experiences to the younger generations, and to increase our

appeal to the world for the abolition of nuclear weapons and for the realization of world peace.

We once again renew our wish that Nagasaki be the last atomic-bombed city, and pledge to devote

all our efforts to achieving a peaceful world free of nuclear weapons.

In closing, I pray that those who were lost to the atomic bomb may rest in peace, and I pray for the
good health of all the Arbakusha and bereaved families.

Masanao Maiguma
Nagasaki City Council Chairman
August 9, 2015
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Nagasaki Peace Declaration

At 11:02am, on the 9® August 1945, a single atomic bomb instantly reduced Nagasaki to a ruin.

A vast amount of radiation passed through people's bodies, and the city was struck by heat rays and a
blast that defy imagination. 74,000 of the city's population of 240,000 people were killed. A further
75,000 individuals sustained injuries. It was said that vegetation would not grow for at least 70 years.
However, today, 70 years on, this hill in Urakami, which was once a ruin, is now enveloped in
greenery. Nevertheless, those Arbakusha, atomic bomb survivors, whose bodies were eaten away by
radiation, and who continue to suffer from the aftereffects, can never forget that day.

The atomic bomb was bomn of war, and was used in war.

The conviction that nuclear weapons must not exist, and that we must never go to war again, was
deeply and powerfully engraved upon the hearts of the Aibakusha, who know firsthand the fearsome
destructive force of atomic bombs. The peaceful ideology of the Constitution of Japan was bomn from
these painful and harsh experiences, and from reflection upon the war. Since the war, our country has
walked the path of a peaceful nation. For the sake of Nagasaki, and for the sake of all of Japan, we
must never change the peaceful principle that we renounce war.

Most of our population is now made up of the post-war generation. The memories of war are fast
fading from our society. We must not forget the atomic bomb experiences of those in Nagasaki and
Hiroshima. Neither should we forget the air raids which destroyed Tokyo and many other cities, the
Battle of Okinawa, nor the many people of Asia who suffered because of this tragic war. Now, 70 years
on, it is vital that we continue to pass on those memotries.

I ask that those of you who experienced the atomic bomb and the war in Japan and across the globe
speak of your experiences, and not allow those memories to fade.

To the young generation, I ask that you do not push wartime experiences aside saying that they are
stories of the past. Understand that the wartime generation tell you their stories because what they
speak of could, in the future, happen to you as well. Therefore, please inherit their wish for peace.
Please imagine what you would do in such circumstances, and ask yourself "What can I do for the sake
of peace?" You, the young generation, have the power to transcend national borders and create new
relationships.

The greatest power to realize a world without war and without nuclear weapons lies inside each and
every one of us. Listen to stories of the war, sign petitions for nuclear abolition, and visit atomic bomb
exhibitions. Together, these individual actions can create a much larger power. In Nagasaki, the
younger generation, which includes second and third generation Arbakusha, are inheriting the wish for
peace and are taking action. Our individual strengths are the greatest power in realizing a world without
war and without nuclear weapons. The power of civil society is the power to move governments, and to
move the world.

In May of this year, the "Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT)" ended without the adoption of a Final Document. However, the efforts of
those countries which are attempting to ban nuclear weapons made possible a draft Final Document
which incorporated steps towards nuclear disarmament.

I ask the following of the heads of the NPT member states.

Please do not let this Review Conference have been a waste. Please continue your efforts to debate a
legal framework, such as a "Nuclear Weapons Convention (NWC)", at every opportunity, including at
the General Assembly of the United Nations.



Many countries-at the Review Conference were in agreement that it is important to visit the atomic-
bombed cities of Nagasaki and Hiroshima.

Once again, I make a call from Nagasaki.

1 address President Obama, heads of state, including the heads of the nuclear weapon states, and all the
people of the world. Please come to Nagasaki and Hiroshima, and see for yourself exactly what
happened under those mushroom clouds 70 years ago. Please understand and accept the message of the
hibakusha, who are still doing their best to pass on their experiences, not simply as "victims", but as
"members of the human race”.

I appeal to the Government of Japan.

Please explore national security measures which do not rely on nuclear deterrence. The establishment
of a "Northeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone (NEA-NWFZ)", as advocated by researchers in
America, Japan, Korea, China, and many other countries, would make this possible. Fix your sights on
the future, and please consider a conversion from a "nuclear umbrella" to a "non-nuclear umbrella".

This summer, Nagasaki held an "International Youth Peace Forum", where young people from around
150 different countries and regions considered and discussed peace. -

In November, Nagasaki will host the "Pugwash International Conference" for the first time. At this
Conference, which was inspired by Albert Einstein, who understood the terror of nuclear weapons,
scientists from all over the world will gather, discuss the problem of nuclear weapons, and convey a
message of peace from Nagasaki to the world.

"Peace from Nagasaki". We shall continue to sow the seeds of peace as we treasure these words.

Furthermore, 4 years on from the Great East Japan Earthquake, Nagasaki continues to support the
people of Fukushima who are suffering due to the accident at the nuclear power plant.

The Diet is currently deliberating a bill which will determine how our country guarantees its security.
There is widespread unease and concern that the oath which was engraved onto our hearts 70 years ago
and the peaceful ideology of the Constitution of Japan are now wavering. I urge the Government and
the Diet to listen to these voices of unease and concern, concentrate their wisdom, and conduct careful
and sincere deliberations.

This year, the average age of the Aibakusha has now passed 80. I strongly request that the Government
of Japan fulfill its responsibility of providing substantial care that conforms to the actual needs of the
hibakusha, and increase the extent of the area acknowledged as being exposed to the atomic bomb
while those who were there are still alive.

We, the people of Nagasaki, offer our most heartfelt condolences to those who lost their lives to the
atomic bomb. We hereby declare that together with the citizens of Hiroshima, we shall continue to use
all our strength to achieve a world without nuclear weapons, and the realization of peace.

Tomihisa Taue
Mayor of Nagasaki
August 9, 2015
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Pledge for Peace

On this day 70 years ago, over 70,000 people were instantly killed by the American atomic bomb which
was dropped over these skies. Corpses charred black. Voices begging for help from beneath toppled
buildings. People whose flesh had been torn and was hanging loose, with their intestines exposed. Faces
swollen like pumpkins. People whose eyes had fallen out of their sockets. Large groups of people who
had died in the Urakami River as they sought water. That night, this land in Urakami was a sea of fire. It
was hell.

That hell did not end. The uninjured, those who wandered the hypocenter searching for their families,
and those who rushed to provide relief and aid suddenly developed redish-purple spots all over their
bodies, and died vomiting blood.

On this day 70 years ago, I was sixteen years old. I was a postman. At the moment the bomb exploded 1
was riding my bicycle through Sumiyoshi-machi, 1.8km from the hypocenter. Suddenly, from behind
me there came a rainbow of light, and I was blown over and crushed into the road by the ferocious force
of the blast.

When at length I attempted to stand, I discovered that the skin on my left arm was hanging loose like a
dirty rag from my shoulder right down to my fingers. I touched my back and found that my clothes were
no longer there, and my skin came away slimy on my hands. Strangely, I did not bleed a single drop of
blood, and neither did I feel any pain.

I spent two nights in the mountains, until I was finally rescued on the moming of the third day. I was
hospitalized for 3 years and 7 months. 1 spent 1 year and 9 months of that time wandering the edges of
death, lying on my stomach because of the enormous burns which covered my back. This gave me
bedsores which rotted the flesh on my chest to the bone. Even today, you can still see my heart beating
between my ribs, because it is as though my chest has been scooped out. I have been told that my lung
capacity is almost half that of a healthy person. ‘

The lives and health of those who had barely survived was in ruins. We spent 12 years in abandonment,
fighting illness without receiving any aid from the state. In 1956, encouraged by the anti-atomic and
hydrogen bomb movements that had grown in opposition of the damage caused by American hydrogen
bomb tests at Bikini Atoll, we, the Aibakusha (atomic bomb survivors), established an organization for
hibakusha. That I did not join the mountain of corpses that day has enabled me to dedicate my life to the
hibakusha cause. '

After the war, the "Constitution”" was established, which pledged to the world that Japan would never
fight in a war again, and would not possess weapons. However, now there is an attempt to return to the
wartime era by forcing through approval of the right to collective self-defense and an amendment to the
constitution. This security bill the government is pursuing will lead to war. It is an attempt to overturn
the nuclear abolition activities and wishes held and carried out by the Aibakusha and those multitudes of
people who desire peace. We cannot accept this.

Nuclear weapons are cruel and inhumane. There is overwhelming international support for their
abolition. '

I pledge before all those who desire peace to inherit the wishes of all my companions who have passed
away over the past 70 years, and that as a living witness of war and the atomic bomb that I will continue
to convey the truth of the atomic bombing throughout the world for as long as I live, so that we may
realize a peaceful world without war or nuclear weapons.

Sumiteru Taniguchi
Atomic Bomb Survivor Representative
August 9, 2015
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CHILDREN'S CHORUS
SOULS OF CHILDREN

Lyrics by:
Music by:

Here again, this month, this day.
Memories soar beyond the drifting clouds
And in a flashing instant

They disperse voicelessly, hopelessly
Oh, teachers! Oh, souls of the children!

Here today, on this summer grass
Memories linger on departed friends
With feelings of deep mourning
Reaching high above the heavens
To the souls of the beloved.

The sky is clear over Shiroyama

And the light of peace glitters on the harbor
Oh, teachers! Oh, souls of the children!
Rest tranquilly.

For all eternity.

Shimauchi Hachiro
Kino Fumio -
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Lyrics by Kanae Yokoyama
(translated by B. Burke-Gaffney)
Composed by Michiru Ohshima

With a renewed pledge for peace
I fold a scarlet crane '

And with a pure and noble heart

I fold a fresh white crane

And then I fold a bright red crane,
burming with emotion.

2. With a fervent prayer for peace
I fold a purple crane
And for the people buried in the fields
I fold a yellow crane
And then I fold a dark blue crane,
for the people sunken in the water’s depths.

3. With an aspiration for peace
I fold a grass green crane
And for the lives heavier than the Earth
I fold an indigo crane
And then I fold a soft pink crane, .
gazing with hope and dreams to the future.

And still gazing with hope and dreams, -
I fold a rainbow-colored crane.
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Commemorating 70 years since the atomic bombing

"Nuclear weapons are an affront to our humanity. They must never be used again. Our goal
should be their complete elimination". This has been the stance of the International Red Cross
Red Crescent Movement since August 1945.

Our mission focuses on alleviating suffering, protecting life and health and ensuring the
dignity of all people, and we have been accompanying the victims of war for 150 years since
the birth of our Movement. Our stance on nuclear weapons is based on our mission and
experience.

On 9 August, 70 years ago, the Red Cross was here with the people of Nagasaki. In the
moments after the atomic bomb struck its annihilating blow, our nurses headed out to relief
posts across the city, risking their lives to assist those affected. The Director of a Naval
Hospital in a neighbouring city, where some of our nurses had been on duty, recalled that they
were determined to go into Nagasaki, despite knowing the risk of being exposed to radiation.
Since then, the International Red Cross Red Crescent Movement has.voiced its concern, based
on these experiences, that any relief operation launched in the aftermath of a nuclear weapon
detonation would be grossly inadequate and unable to meet the needs of victims.

We should not forget some of the victims of the atomic bomb were foreigners. All of you have
experienced the humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons, consequences that are both
indiscriminate and horrific. You have experienced impacts that span both space and time, even
travelling across generations. We, the International Red Cross Red Crescent Movement, salute
you for your resilience in carrying such a heavy burden, and for your courage in actively
sharing your experiences with the world so that no other city would face the same tragedy.

Seventy years ago, there were other Japanese cities listed as potential targets of the atomic
bombing instead of Nagasaki. With nuclear weapons still in existence, the tragedy of Nagasaki
can befall anybody, anytime and anywhere. For the victims of the atomic bombing, there is no
better comfort than realizing a world free from nuclear weapons. The only option is for States
to prohibit their use and completely eliminate them. This is the only way to guarantee that they
will never be used again. The International Red Cross Red Crescent Movement, hand in hand
with the people of Nagasaki, will spare no effort in advocating for the elimination of nuclear
weapons as soon as possible.

Tadateru Konoé
President, International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
On behalf of the International Red Cross Red Crescent Movement
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NAGASAKI CITIZENS PEACE CHARTER

The city of Nagasaki served for centuries as a gateway for the introduction of foreign
culture and knowledge to Japan, and through this history of international exchange it has
developed its own unique cultural heritage.

On August 9, 1945, Nagasaki was devastated by the explosion of an atomic bomb.
Reflecting upon the actions of our predecessors in past wars, and remembering the unending
sufferings of the atomic bomb survivors, we resolve to ensure that Nagasaki is the last place
on Earth subjected to the horror and misery of a nuclear holocaust.

Lasting world peace is the common aspiration of all humanity.

In accordance with the spirit of peace cited in the Japanese constitution, we pledge out
utmost efforts to promote a life of democracy, peace and safety and to work for the
realization of global harmony. We hereby establish, on the 100th anniversary of the
inauguration of our modern municipal administration, the "Nagasaki Citizens Peace
Charter."

1. We will strive to create and maintain a bright social environment characterized by
thoughtfulness, respect for human rights, and freedom from discrimination.

1. We will strive to enhance peace education and to inform our children — on whose
shoulders the future lies — about the horror of war and the reality of the atomic
bombing.

1. We will strive to promote the prosperity and welfare of humanity in cooperation
with the United Nations and cities around the world while strengthening bonds of
friendship as an international culture city.

1. We will strive for world peace and disarmament by observing the Three-Fold Non-
Nuclear Principle (not to manufacture, store or introduce nuclear weapons) and by
pressing the Japanese government to strictly observe this principle.

1. As the mission of an atomic-bombed city, we will strive to rid the Earth of nuclear
weapons by revealing the horror of nuclear destruction and by joining in efforts with
peace-loving people everywhere.

The citizens of Nagasaki proclaim, to all the people of Japan and other countries, an

unbending determination to achieve the ideals expressed in this charter by carrying various
peace-promotion measures into concrete practice.

(Resolved by the Nagasaki City Council on march 27, 1989)
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